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Were your ancestors enslavede

If your ancestors were born in deep southern states prior to 1870...
they were likely enslaved

» In 1860, 394,000 people held 4
million people in bondage

» 4 million enslaved people were
emancipated after the Civil War

» Only 10% (400,000) of Black
population was “free”




Were your ancestors slaveholderse

If your ancestors owned land too big for one family to work....
they were likely slaveholders

> 11in 70 people were slaveholders

> Most were Scofts-Irish

> Average slaveholding = 10
people

> 80% of free adult males in South
did not own slaves

» Owners of 200+ slaves = less than
1% of total, held 20-30% of all
slaves




Basic Tool

Farrdly Hivtowy Msde Exdy!

» Buy family tree software

» LEssential to keep track of =
information & documents I RDDtSI AT
» Build trees for slaveholders & e

enslaved




Research Sources

ONLINE OFFLINE

Zillions of records
to research, download & print
without leaving home

State archives
County courthouses

YV V V V V

Libraries
> SUBSCRIPTION Historical societies
> Ancesiry Cemeteries
> QOurBlackAncesiry
> FREE
» FamilySearch TIP
> Google You MUST do

old fashioned paper research!



Research Process

Enslaved People Slaveholders

> Begin @ ancestral homeplace > Begin @ ancestral homeplace

» Find ancestor in 1870 census » Find ancestor in that location

» Track descendants on > Track slaveholding (1790-
censuses (thru 1940) 1860)

» Find documentation (BMD > Find slave schedules, wills,
records) probate files & deeds

> Do "community study” to » Look at associated people =

identify people related by wives & relatives
blood or affinity of slavery

v' Check online family trees for matches
v' Check Intelius for living people




Census Records

> 1790 = first American census taken Riatigiiiers eonitssns O RO,
> US government required by law to conduct v ’:ﬁmwwd
national census every 10 years o Mhasnittiie ' B SCX P S
>  All censuses show numbers of enslaved people B (e P . ﬁm__,.;; i .;._.‘=
> Enslaved African Americans documented as ; - - | { = =R

“chattel” = property rather than people | el e oo T =,

: : D e I il

> 1870 = first census to record African e i — v

Americans with surnames g’;’;ﬂ’%gt’: L . T

> 1866 post Civil War Southern state censuses :m.{;,L T e — w2

also list names but often without surnames - ; e B V7 -

" vy |71 { o I

- QUL | 5 »~::

> 1880 = many people moved and/or AE== ,,[‘;z_@f/ 27— i ;_55:47:‘{-:

changed names H e a7 e 7

o o 777 Tﬁ‘:: ‘ 2

. Lo lerl it ﬁ::; i o, = E 4o

> 1920 = many people relocated during [ el PR

“Great Migration” |- P — | A A 11 .

E:nlnd;ﬁ g ;{M Keeaoais TN} » H e

. . Xt () /778 - desr EA 1 2 ya .

> 1940 census became available in 2012 . 7o) P— -

"legl aae Qovaecst. |3 2 W) P 3 8 n :

o Aieg o T S . 57 17 ™

b | = o 7 - =

s e 2 A Y -

: : o g P ; ol ‘ A ) ” . " s

RESOURCE: ALL censuses available @ FamilySearch.org Mttt TG / .
‘ \' :__7 ”_-_:/f'_ ::0—; W ,'( [ o _ o l-‘~

x|




» Enslaved people did not have public > Only 15% of African

Americans fook the name of
surnames before 1870 their last slave owner

» Related family members often took >  Others chose names of

different names after Emancipation _
A previous owner

» Many people changed names .
between 1870-1880 The first owner

Someone they admired

> Do line-by-line census reads A skill they possessed

> Look for family groups An aspiration
» Look at neighbors > f]%rrgcé iik?;plﬁkn;gde up @
» Check neighboring counties y

One thing for sure....
African Americans did not leave Africa with European names — first or last!



Find Slaveholder

“Neﬂ'ie RUle" > Search white family to

prove connection
Do line-by-line read of 1870 census in

home community Wills

Look for people with surname you are Deeds

interested in Court cases

From that name, go 10 up & 10 back Insurance records
If you find a white person with that Personal papers

surname, they are the likely |last
slaveholder Freedmen records



Slave Schedules

SCHEDULE 2 Slave Inhabitants in vetivs Foo/ intheCountyof /7 pntec 8late
* of Thess  ennmerated by me, on the day of 1800 o s

| e e |k 1 » Every federal census (1790-1860)

| L5044 documented slaveholdings
ik a2 7 ¢ -
| AL p 7 AL . M
| [1i% F 57 s » Separate schedules were produced in
yE ! S .
s s so A
Aty e A : 1850 & 1860
: :
- s VA TR
(e (¥ » - . 1
|prens Gia% S : » Note entries for “slave houses” which
] g Yy /3o AR . . . .
Yy /4o A n
Y shas .. may indicate family groups
sreTe /el 3 =
7 2l 17 /4 4 ut
s 20773 / yot B o
)20 773 /;:3}‘/’{, =
5',:;’ﬁ vy, =
£ A v e -
v fudn :
. 5%5% 3 [ nd® .
e LS Jirae - RESOURCE: Slave schedules available @ FamilySearch.org
bas ede | - C
V2P B L AR -
i =4 ’/"‘z -
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DISISION

Wedding Gift
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Probate Records

» Enslaved people were often
bequeathed in wills, mortgaged &/or
sold to satisfy debts

RESOURCE: County courthouses maintain estate files,
including inventories & annual distribution reports




Personal Papers
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RESOURCE: Index to Records of Ante-Bellum Southern Plantations by Jean L. Cooper



Freedmens Bureau

» Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and
Abandoned Lands established by
Congressional act in March 1865

» Supervised relief & educational
activities relating to refugees &
freedmen, including legitimizing
marriages, issuing rations, clothing
and medicine

» Many formerly enslaved people.
worked as sharecroppers for their
former masters

RESOURCE: www.freedmensbureau.com
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Newspapers

COMMITS SUICIDE,
DES MOINKS, Feb. 19.-—-After di-
viding n dollar among his 16 chil-
dren, Owoen QGavin, coﬁ)nd, b1, com-

ilted sulcide teday by blawing ott » Community news

n notlca from the overseer of the poor
2 leave the county less he become ° .
SLSTArEs, URon, the county is given » » Obituaries
_ » Fugitive slave ads

? RUN away from the fubfcriber

in Albemarle, a Mulatto flave called Sandy, M

about 35 years of age, his ftature is rather low, I n I I . e O e O S
inclining to corpulence, and his complexion light;
he is a fhoemaker by trade, in which he ufes his
By left hand principally, can do coarfe carpenters

® work, and is fomething of a horfe jockey; he is

5 greatly addiéted to drink, and when drunk is info-
R “lent and diforderly, in his converfation he fwears
much, and in his behaviour is artful and knavith. He took with
him a white horfe, much fcarred with traces, of which it is ex-
pe&ted he will endeavour to difpofe; he alfo carried his fhoe-
makers tools, and will probably endeavour to get employment that
way. Whoever conveys the faid {lave to me, in Albemarle, fhall
have 405. rewaid, if taken up within the county, 41. if elfewhere
within the colony, and 1ol. if in any other colony, from
THOMAS JEFFERSON.

RESOURCE: Digitized images from historic newspapers
www.chroniclingamerica.loc.gov



http://www.chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/

DNA Testing

<3 ancestry”

Who to test?

Autosomal
Genealogy oriented
No chromosome browser

$79 » Person(s) with Y-DNA or mtDNA
that will solve your puzzle

e > 10% of enslaved people
were recorded in 1870

o Y-DNA, miDNA & afDNA “mulatto”

e Genealogy oriented census as muliario

e Samples stored for future > Look for White fathers
tests

e Surname projects

o $59+

RESOURCE: The Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations and Reconciliation After the Genome by Alondra Nelson



Y-DNA

Males whose surname is
unknown or changed

Males searching ethnicity of
surname

Males who want to confirm
common male ancestor

Males who can serve as
proxies on Y-chromosome
inheritance line

Male adoptees

Males or females searching
ethnicity of maternal line

Males or females who want to
confirm common female
ancestor

Males or females who can
serve as proxies on
mitochondrial inheritance

Male or female adoptees



AtDNA Test

> Male & female testers

> Shows inheritance from all ancestral
lines

> DNA from each line halved in each
generation due to recombination

> Inheritance/recombination is random

» Estimated to reliably match relatives
with a common ancestor up to 5
generations back

> Ethnicity estimates based on
reference populations



vV v v Vv

“I have a dream that one day ...

Use genealogy as a tool for healing
Open your heart & build bridges
Use what you learn to pursue Restorative Justice

Transform “done wrong” to “done right”

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ﬁ

1929-1968

the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit
together at the table of brotherhood.”

~ Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.



